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European Commission announces the winners of Netd@ys Europe 2004

Brussels, 27 November – The European Commission has announced the winners of Netd@ys Europe, which is an  initiative promoting the educational use of new media and technology in the areas of youth and culture.  This year’s theme is “Dialogue between Cultures and image”. The highlight of Netd@ys is ‘Netd@ys week’, which is currently taking place all  over Europe with the European event and award ceremony being held in Amsterdam, the Netherlands to coincide with the Dutch presidency of the European Union. 
Prizes donated by Netd@ys corporate partners, Siemens and Pinnacle will be presented to the various projects that have shown excellence in the area of education in new media. Also, for the first time in the eight year history of Netd@ys, the European Commission has invited young filmmakers from all over the European Union to submit films based on the theme ‘a snapshot of my world in 60 seconds’ to the Netd@ys European Virtual Film Festival.

Winners in this year’s Netd@ys film competition come from Austria, Norway and the winner for the best project comes from France. The jury also decided to highly commend a transnational project between Taiwan and the Czech Republic as well as a project from Austria. So, let’s take a closer look at the Netd@ys Europe 2004 winners.

Virtual Film Festival Winners

60 seconds of my life by Dina Tasic from Austria took first place in the category for 7 to 15 year olds. Dina is 15 and attends the GRG Gymnasium in Vienna. This is the first film that she has made, which is set in her home and in the surrounding area where she lives. We see glimpses of her sitting room, the river near her house, her bicycle etc. The camera tilts and maneuvers in such a way that the viewer feels as though he or she is spinning around seeing glimpses of Dina’s daily life. Her editing skills are impressive with images of her life briefly appearing coupled with visually arresting colours making for a fascinating atmosphere.  “I find the mood and colours in the film cool”: says Dina. We certainly think so. To view Dina’s film, go to: 

http://www.netdays.at/news_gfx/60sec/dina.wmv
Kyrill Dementjev from Norway won in the 16 to 25 year old category with his film: Media and its power over me.  This animation film was produced by Kyrill and three of his classmates – Simon Kristian Osen, Knut Erik Lindblad and Jostein Aasterud. who were all pupils at the media education department of Rosenvilde High School when it was made. It depicts the frustration a television viewer experiences over the image of today’s world filled with sex, war and religion. The animated character attempts to turn off the television only to have the television turn him off instead. “We wanted to show the power the media has over us and found the image of the television turning off the viewer a fitting metaphor”: says Kyrill. See the film in the link below. 

http://www.mzoon.no/netdays/maktmediaogmeg.wmv 

Netd@ys Best project

In the overall Netd@ys project competition, first prize went to the Espace Culture Multimédia de Terrasson (ECM Terrasson) in France with their project Parcours inter N.E.T. This slick navigation system allows the user to virtually travel through the town of Terrasson-Lavilledieu with a few clicks of the mouse. In fact, the intimacy evoked by the photographs makes us feel as though we are actually walking through the town.  Plans are also underway to develop a similar website in the Ivory Coast so that students in both countries can discover more about each other’s way of life. Discover Terrasson-Lavilledieu by clicking on the link below. http://ecm.terrasson.free.fr/projet2004.html 
The Jury has also decided to highly commend the following two projects: 

The first is a joint effort between the Taiwan Youth Knowledge Network and Czech Republic Netd@ys National Correspondent, Dr. Giboda, entitled Dialogue between Taiwan and the Czech Republic. The project encapsulates the Netd@ys spirit in that young people from various cultural backgrounds came together to learn, share experiences and profit as a result. It originated from a summer workshop organised by Dr. Giobada in the Czech Republic where Taiwanese students were invited to take part.  Both the European and Taiwanese students participated in art workshops, lectures and even a film festival  and learnt a great deal about each other’s culture as a result. For more information, go to: http://w3.kghs.kh.edu.tw/Homepage.php?teacher_id=30&lang=en
The second project to be highly commended is ELEVEN attitudes by Martin Obmann from Austria, which is an internet platform for soccer fans from all over the world.  Fans were encouraged to participate in this international multimedia project by sending their comments to the website and actually meeting with the camera crew to discuss their motivations for being avid soccer fans. The project culminated in a documentary filmed during the UEFA EURO 2004 Championships in Portugal in 2004. To find out more, go to: http://www.11eleven.at
ENDS


For more information on Netd@ys, please consult our website: www.netdayseurope.org
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